
Building vs. Buying 
Email me your project at 

Robert.Schulze@washington.k12.mo.us 

This assignment begins March 24th and needs to be turned in 

either daily or all at once on March 31st.  Make sure you break 

all of your steps down into their individual parts. 

Step 1/Day 1 

1. Go online and find a vehicle (car/truck) that is for sale that you 

would love to own.  List all modifications, wheels, tires, suspension, 

motor, transmission, color, etc.  Provide links to the vehicle and 

pictures and the price. 

Keep in mind that steps 2 and 3 depend on availability of parts and 

accessories, so be realistic. 

Wednesday Step 2/Day 2 

2. Now go online and find the same vehicle equivalent (year, make, 

model, body style) for 10% of the cost of the vehicle in step 1. For 

instance, if step 1’s vehicle cost $10,000. Then step 2’s vehicle will be 

$1,000 or less.  Provide link, pictures, and price.  Then list all the 

modifications, parts, and materials necessary to make step 2’s vehicle 

become step 1’s vehicle. 

Step 3/4 Day 3/4 

3.  Begin pricing parts, materials, etc. giving at least 2 options per 

item.  For example if you need a bedside, list 2 companies and their 

prices.  Consider tax and shipping costs as well.   
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4. Price out a paint job for your dream vehicle.  A complete paint 

requires one gallon of primer, one gallon of base or color, and one 

gallon of clear as a minimum.  Give 2 options for paint jobs as well, 

such as PPG vs. Dupont, single stage vs. base coat/clear coat. 

 

 

Step 5/Day 5 

5.  Total up parts, materials, modifications and do not include labor. 

Then add that total to the cost of the vehicle in step 2.  Then compare 

to the price of the vehicle in step 1 and decide which is more cost 

effective, building or buying and explain your answer in detail. 


